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(57) Abstract — 

An electro-ootical liquid crystal switch element comprises a liquid crystal layer and a re-orientation device for reorienting 
the liq£S SSSS an acS orientation in which medeetr^ptical liquid crystal ^ttJ£Z£S&TZ 
mLion. Tie re-orientation device comprises a field-generating structure for generating the electric field which causes the re-or- 
Ston Theelectric field generated by the field-generating structure has a field component essenuaUy paraUel to the liquid 
STay? MTud crystal has a twistable structure and the amount of tight transmitted by the liquid crystal dependson its 
See ofSst Tte JtouidSal is anchored in an output orientation in which it is twisted or untwKted and its twist axis remains 
^S^o^Sy^pmdteular to the liquid crystal layer. The field component of the reonentanon direction which k 
^^^SS^S^S^ ^ can be varied so that the degree of twist of the liquid crystal can be vaned by setting 
a different degree of transmission. 
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